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July 2026 
 
Dear Casper Classical Academy Students and Parents:  
We hope this finds you having an amazing summer with your families and friends! The 2026-2027 school year will be here 
before we know it and we are preparing to have another spectacular learning year! Let's get right to some specific and important 
information that will be helpful as you prepare for the start of the new school year.  Please take time to read carefully through 
all of this information. 
 
Cougar Camp! 
All incoming 6th grade students that will be attending CCA for the 2026-2027 school year are welcome to attend our 2026 
Cougar Camp on Tuesday, August 11th from 12:30 pm-4:00 pm here at the school.  Additionally, any new 7th and 8th graders 
to our building are welcome to attend. This is a great opportunity for us to get to know our new students and is a great 
opportunity for students who may be nervous about the transition to middle school, students who are interested in meeting 
new friends and staff, and students who want to build their knowledge of our school before the school year begins. 
 
While this opportunity is not required of any student, it is highly recommended. This opportunity is free and does not require 
the student to bring any supplies.  Please register your student here. 

Schedule Pick Up, Locker Try-Out, and Cafeteria Fingerprints:  Parents and students may visit our school to pick up their 
schedule, walk through that schedule, self-tour the building, and practice the combination lock on their lockers.  Teachers will 
be in Professional Development at this time, but our office personnel will be there to assist you!  Additionally, new students to 
our building will be able to get their fingerprint scanned for the cafeteria.  Please note: New schedules will also be given to ALL 
students on the morning of the first day of school, as it is possible that changes may take place at the last minute. We limit 
changes to schedules, so parents/guardians requesting a change to their student’s schedule must fill out a form in the office with 
the request, and they will only be considered through August 27th. (No requests are guaranteed to be granted, however, as we 
must look at class sizes and student needs.) 
​ ​  
Tuesday, August 25 
8th grade - from 8:00 am - 9:30 am 
7th grade - from 10:00 am - 11:30 am 
6th grade - from 12:00 pm - 3:00 pm 

Additionally, here are things we would like you to be aware of for the year:  

●​ Save the date!  Meet Your Teacher Night, Thursday, September 3 from 5:30-7:30 pm: For those parents who 
wish to meet your student’s teachers and run through your student’s schedules and hear about what your student will 
be learning this school year, we highly recommend attending Meet Your Teacher Night on Thursday, September 3 
from 5:30-7:30 pm in their classrooms.  You will run through your student’s schedule, have a chance to sign up to 
volunteer with our Parent Teacher Organization, and buy CCA t-shirts! “Classes” will begin shortly after 5:30 pm, so 
if you wish to meet all of your students’ teachers, please plan to be here by then. 

●​ School Supplies: School supplies will be provided by the school district again this year! There is no need for anything 
to be purchased except a backpack, water bottle, and tennis shoes for the semester your student has PE. 

 

 

https://forms.gle/9JGtkTJBGkNDhfi39


 

●​ Parental Acknowledgements: The district asks that all K-12 families go online before the 1st day of school and 
complete the required Parental Acknowledgement forms. Go to your Infinite Campus Parent Portal: please go to the 
More tab → Quick Links → then Parental Acknowledgements to indicate your acknowledgement of certain items 
including Media Release, Directory Information Release, permission for field trips, etc.  Please note that students will 
NOT be able to go on any field trips until this is completed and permission is granted. 

●​ CCA Parent/Student Handbook/Dress Code/Cell Phone reminders: You may go to www.casperclassical.org to 
view the electronic version of our Parent/Student Handbook for the 2026-2027 school year on the Parent/Guardian 
Information page.  Please note that we do follow the district’s dress code and do not allow students to wear pajamas 
(tops or pants or slippers), baggy pants, or short crop tops that show a student’s belly.  Please ensure that you’ve 
looked to ensure your student’s school clothing is compliant.  See attached for NCSD guidelines on dress code. 
Additionally, students may not carry cell phones during the school day.  Please click our Google Form HERE to 
indicate you will read our District and School Handbooks.   

●​ Main Office: Our main office will be able to help you with many things. Betsy Hof (Office Manager), Sarah Kellick 
(Registrar), Barb Rasmussen (Secretary), and Melissa Kleinhesselink (Attendance Clerk) will all be available to assist 
you throughout the year. Our main phone line is 253-2300.  Office hours where the phones are manned and people 
are inside and available are 7:20 am - 3:20 pm. 

●​ Supervision of Students Before and After School:  Students are only permitted on campus during the supervised 
hours of 7:20 am - 3:20 pm.  Please make appropriate transportation arrangements.  Please see later in this letter for 
the drop off and pick up diagram. 

●​ First Day of School General Information: School will start this year on Monday, August 31st at 7:50 am (the first 
bell to enter the building is 7:45 am and the tardy bell for students to be in their 1st period class is 7:50 am).  The day 
will end at 2:43 pm.  

○​ On the first day of school, please have your student check the following areas for their 1st period assignments 
in case their 1st period location has changed.  We will pass new schedules out during 1st period.:   

■​ 6th and 8th grades - Cafeteria windows   
■​ 7th grade - Bus Loop windows 

●​ Breakfast/Students on Campus:  There will be breakfast in the cafeteria available to those who are interested every 
morning starting at approximately 7:20 am. Only students who are eating breakfast will be allowed in the cafeteria.   

●​ CCA App information: Please download our FREE CCA app.  This is a great, quick resource for you to get 
information about sports, clubs, meetings, conferences, performances, etc. 
Parents can self-register!  Download the app in your app store (Apple or Google) by searching for Casper Classical 
Academy.  Click the box that says Register.  Create your account.  (See flier at end of this letter for a QR code you can 
also use to register with). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.casperclassical.org
https://forms.gle/3vxisCFxpJKCFXAr7


 
●​ Email Notifications: Our school and Parent-Teacher Organization will be using the Infinite Campus message system 

to communicate to parents via email again this year.  It is very important that we have a valid email address on file for 
you that you check regularly. The address that information will be sent from is Infinite_Campus@ncsd.k12.wy.us and 
we'd like you to put this in your safe addresses so that it doesn't go to your spam folder. You can also send your email 
address to sarah_kellick@natronaschools.org or call 253-2300 and we will get it updated in the system.  

●​ Infinite Campus Parent Portal:  The Parent Portal in Infinite Campus is a great way for parents to keep up on their 
student’s grades and attendance.  Please ensure you’ve downloaded Campus Parent in your app store (Apple or 
Google).  

●​ PTO/Family Connection: The school’s Parent Teacher Organization’s Governing Council would love for all families 
of CCA to connect on how the CCA philosophy works.  Please read through our Parent Student Handbook at 
www.casperclassical.org to ensure you understand how CCA supports our students.  Additionally, at our Meet Your 
Teacher Night, our Governing Council will have a station for you to purchase CCA t-shirts and to sign up for 
Committees: library help, staff luncheon help, fundraising help, etc.  

●​ Health: Please call and leave a message for our nurse if you would like a phone call from her this fall regarding your 
student’s health needs.  She will be on duty for Professional Development beginning August 24.  Additionally, she will 
conduct health screenings on all students throughout the year. 

●​ Lockers: Lockers are about 3 ft high each and 15 in wide and are stacked two high. Students will need to be diligent 
about keeping their locker clean and clutter free, especially during winter. Stuffing a backpack, winter coat and all of 
your schoolwork into these lockers can be tricky. Some helpful general locker tips: 1) make sure all unnecessary items 
are taken home, 2) there are shelving units made just for lockers, and 3) DO NOT tell anyone your combination. We 
have had some students tell their friends their combinations and things did get stolen, of which we are not responsible 
for. NOTE: Top lockers at the middle measure 5' and the top hook measures 6'2". Please call the office no later than 
Wednesday, August 12 at 3:00 pm if your student will need a top locker or a lower locker due to their height.  

●​ Passing Periods:  Passing periods are 4 minutes long, and backpacks are not allowed to be carried from class to class. 
For two weeks, new students will be allowed a tardy “grace period” to allot for time learning how to get from class to 
class.  

●​ Bus: Bus service will be available before and after school and students will be dropped off on the south side of the 
building.  Please ensure you’ve followed directions on any messaging from the district on how to sign up for bussing if 
needed. 

●​ Student Drop off: Student arrival should not occur prior to 7:20 am, please.  If you can drop your student off on 
time, you should still be able to use our south lot. Please be aware that by 7:30 am, our student drop off area in front 
of the building gets quite busy. Please do NOT park in the front lane as our buses supporting our students with 
special needs drop off students in that lane.  Behind our building is the Student Support Services building as well as 
the Transitions program for high schoolers and they will use our south parking lot from 8:00 am-3:30 pm.  

●​ Student Pick up:  In the afternoons, we will be asking parents to utilize the tennis court parking lot just to the north 
of our building to pick their students up.  It will be a short walk for students to that area. You may also use the south 
lot at this time as well.  Please note that you will not be allowed to go back behind the school in the staff parking lot 
for drop off/pick up, due to safety concerns: staff members drive and park back there and are not expecting to have 
students walking near their vehicles, and there is NO supervision. Additionally, please do not wait in line on Beverly 
Street for school to dismiss as it is a traffic hazard. 

●​ Right to Represent: The "Right to Represent" form is usually filled out if there are step-parents, grandparents, or 
other guardians that the family would like to be able to help with their child's education. This form allows guardians to 
receive and exchange information about their child (such as attending meetings or getting phone calls): including but 
not limited to academics, behaviors, medical/nursing, and other notifications, as well as checking your child out of the 
building. Ultimately it allows us to be able to talk to them about your child if needed.  We have attached this form on 

 

http://www.casperclassical.org


 
the last page of this letter.  The form needs to be filled out at the front office and signed in front of one of us OR 
needs to be filled out and signed in front of a notary and then submitted to the office. This form does need to be 
submitted annually.   

 
We would also like to introduce you to our new Assistant Principal, Tyler Walker.  Mr. Walker comes to us with 
some great educational experiences. Originally from Douglas, WY, he earned his undergraduate degree at Black Hills 
State University and then obtained his masters from Chadron State College. He has taught multiple grades and 
coached football and basketball as a head and assistant at multiple levels. He has three years of experience as an 
assistant principal and two years of experience as a head principal, all at the secondary level. Mr. Walker is very 
excited to begin as a member of the Cougar team! 
 

 We're very excited to begin another great school year. Enjoy the rest of your summer, and we'll see you soon!  

Sincerely,  

Marie Puryear, Principal & Tyler Walker, Assistant Principal 
 
Drop off/Pick up Map: 
Please attempt to keep the flow of traffic moving especially in the mornings, and have your student ready to get out of your 
vehicle.  If they need more time, please park in one of the parking spots.  Thank you! 
 

 
 
 

 



 

Attention CCA Cougars       
Important 2026-2027 SPORTS information 

 

In order to participate in any NCSD Sponsored Athletics, you must have: 
1.​ A current (dated May 1, 2026 or later) NCSD SPORT PHYSICAL FORM turned into the CCA office prior 

to the beginning of practice. Follow this link to learn about FREE Sports Physicals. 
2.​ A completed Parental Agreement on Infinite Campus, including the concussion protocol and appropriate 

clubs/sports checked prior to the start of practice (these are the same Parental Agreements as mentioned on 
page 1 of this letter). 

3.​ Proof of Insurance. Insurance can be purchased through the school district at 
https://www.sas-mn.com/sas/k12.php. Once you complete your purchase, you will need to take a 
screenshot of your insurance policy and turn it into the CCA office. 

Initial Communication Process 
1.​ Students have the opportunity to indicate their interest in a sport via a sign-up sheet posted during lunches 

(or our Google Form during the summer). 
2.​ 1-2 weeks before the start of the season, parents and guardians will receive an initial email introducing the 

sport, coaches, and practice times.  
3.​ By the end of the first week of practice, coaches will share their Remind Code with students, parents, and 

guardians. Coaches will use Remind to keep parents and guardians informed of practices, games, equipment 
or uniform needs, and any changes. It is vital that every family is signed up for Remind for each sport their 
student athlete participates in. Remind is a free app that can be easily downloaded to your smartphone. 

4.​ NCSD is updating its app where all games are posted. This information will be shared with parents and 
guardians in the introductory letter. Please note: Remind is still the most reliable source of communication 
for parents and guardians. Last minute updates do not always make it to the NCSD app. 

Wait! Did my student sign up for a Season 1 Sport? 
Most incoming 6th, 7th, and 8th graders who attended CCA in the Spring or were present at the 5th to 6th grade 
Transition Day indicated their interest in Cross Country, Football, Cheerleading, or Volleyball. However, if you are 
not sure your student athlete signed up, please use this form (or copy/paste 
https://forms.gle/3nR2GVCJHb1JwRhC7) to get on our contact list. This will help us plan accurately for each 
sport so please complete the form if you haven’t done so already.  
 
Any students not enrolled at CCA must follow the Non-District Participation Process to register a student for 
NCSD activities before being permitted to participate at CCA. 

 

 

 

https://www.ncsdathletics.com/uploads/3/8/2/8/38288109/nov._2020_physical.pdf
https://www.chccw.org/2026-sports-physicals
https://www.sas-mn.com/sas/k12.php
https://forms.gle/yCFaS8XQoV3TaUzR7
https://forms.gle/yCFaS8XQoV3TaUzR7
https://www.ncsdathletics.com/parentguardian-information.html


 

Dates to Know 

August 13, 2026​ Mandatory Season 1 Sports Parent Meeting 
5:00-6:15 pm​ ​ A parent or guardian must attend for student to participate in any Season 1 sports  
CCA Gym​ ​ (see below) 
 
Date TBD​ ​ Mandatory Season 2, 3, 4, or 5 Sports Parent Meeting 
Time TBD pm​ A parent or guardian must attend for student to participate in any Season 2, 3, 4, or   
CCA Gym​ ​ 5 sports (see below) 

NCSD Middle Level Athletics Calendar 

 

 

 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OaXxfH1KS-oNeZfdtxMJp0pWHCUmqKrW/view?usp=sharing


 

What about other activities? 
Please encourage your student to listen to our daily announcements and to be on the lookout for various clubs and 
activities. CCA offers many extracurricular opportunities including Anime Club, Chopped, Family Career and 
Community Leaders of America (FCCLA), Lego Robotics, Social Media Club, Student Council, Theatre Club, 
Yearbook, and more!  Our CCA app will also list club meeting days and times as well. 
 
If you have any questions, please reach out to Tyler Walker (Assistant Principal) at tyler_walker@natronaschools.org, 
or Tomie Simms (Athletic Activities Facilitator) at tomie_simms@natronaschools.org, or or call the school at (307) 
253-2300.  
 

 



 

 
 



 

Please fill this out and return if you wish for us to be able to discuss your student’s education or behavior 
with a step-parent, grandparent, or other person.  If you sign it in front of our office staff, you do not need 
it to be notarized. 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 

 


